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PALAEOFAVOSITES TWENHOFEL, 1914 (ANTHOZOA, TABULATA): 

PROPOSED VALIDATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.) 1961 

By Klemens Oekentorp ( Geol.-Palaeont . Inst., University Muensterj Westf, 

Germany) 

The purpose of this application is to request the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic 
name Calamopora Goldfuss, 1829, in order to maintain the well-known generic 
name Palaeofavosites Twenhofel, 1914.* 

1. Goldfuss (1829 : 77) described the genus Calamopora , and assigned to 
this genus several species, among them the species alveolaris. 

2. Lonsdale (1839 : 681) also described the species alveolaris Goldfuss, 
but assigned it to the genus Favosites Lamarck, 1816, because he considered 
Calamopora Goldfuss — at least ex parte — as a younger synonym of Favosites 
Lamarck. Lonsdale (1839:681; pi. 15 bis, figs. 1-2) figured as Favosites 
alveolaris (Goldfuss, 1829) two specimens, of which that in fig. 2 — as he him- 
self said — “is from a larger variety”. This “larger variety” is identical with the 
species alveolaris Goldfuss as I have convinced myself by studying the original 
specimens. 

3. D’Orbigny (1950 : 49) erected for the smaller specimen, figured by 
Lonsdale (1839) in figs. 1, la, lb, the new species Favosites asper. 

4. King (1850 : 26) designated Calamopora alveolaris Goldfuss, 1829, as 
the type-species of the genus Calamopora Goldfuss, 1829. However, this 
species differs from the other species which were assigned to Calamopora or 
Favosites during the last century by pores situated characteristically in the 
corners of the corallites (see Goldfuss, 1829; Lonsdale, 1839; Milne Edwards & 
Haime, 1851; Billings, 1866; Weissermel, 1894; Kiesow, 1884; etc.). 

5. Twenhofel (1914 : 24) appreciated the generic value of this significant 
characteristic of both species alveolaris and asper. He erected — because he 
obviously did not know the work of King, 1850— for such forms the new genus 
Palaeofavosites and assigned to it Favosites asper d’Orbigny, 1850, as type- 
species. 

6. However, because both species alveolaris and asper belong to the same 
genus — as Twenhofel, 1914, himself noted — and because furthermore Calamo- 
pora is the oldest available generic name, since King (1850) has typified this 
genus, Palaeofavosites Twenhofel must be considered as a junior synonym of 
Calamopora , with the type-species Calamopora alveolaris Goldfuss, 1829, 
according to Article 67k of the Code. The holotype of this species is deposited 
in the Geologisch-Palaeontologisches Institut, University Bonn, Nr. Goldfuss 
254a. 



* Prof. Dr. H. Holder, Geol.-Palaont. Inst., Univ. Munster, I thank very much for his 
great interest and his useful counsel in solving this problem. 
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7. The name Calamopora , however, has not been used for more than fifty 
years in connection with a description of a species. Kiesow (1884 : 235) was 
the last to describe some species with the generic name Calamopora . Since 
then only Lang, Smith & Thomas have listed Calamopora in their Index of 
Palaeozoic Coral Genera in 1940 (: 29). Moreover the name Palaeofavosites 
is well-known and has been accepted by all palaeontologists, as well as specialists, 
and can be found in current palaeontological handbooks. Following the Rule 
of Priority in this case would have chaotic consequences for the stabilization of 
nomenclature. On the other hand stability will be promoted by retaining the 
well-known name Palaeofavosites . 

8. In retaining the name Palaeofavosites , the type-species of the genus 
cannot be Calamopora alveolaris Goldfuss, 1829. The type-species, already 
designated by Twenhofel (1914 : 24), must be rather Favosites asper d’Orbigny, 
1850, because otherwise the present subjective synonymy would be changed 
into an objective synonymy. The holotype of this type-species is deposited in 
the Museum of the Institute of Geological Sciences London, Geol. Soc. Coll. 
Nr. GSb 3726. 

9. The International Commission is therefore requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Calamopora 

Goldfuss, 1829, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for 
those of the Law of Homonymy; 

(2) to place the generic name Palaeofavosites Twenhofel, 1914 (gender: 

masculine), type-species, by original designation, Favosites asper 
d’Orbigny, 1850, on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the name suppressed in (1) above on the Official Index of 

Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the following specific names on the Official List of Specific 

Names in Zoology: 

(a) asper d’Orbigny, 1850, as published in the binomen Favosites asper 

(type-species of Palaeofavosites Twenhofel, 1914); 

(b) alveolaris Goldfuss, 1 829, as published in the binomen Calamopora 

alveolaris. 
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